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Administration of William J. Clinton, 1999 / Oct. 6

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on the Korean
Peninsula Energy Development Organization
October 5, 1999

Dear lllll:
I transmit herewith the 6-month report re-

quired under the heading ‘‘International Organi-
zations and Programs’’ in title IV of the Foreign
Operations, Export Financing, and Related Pro-
grams Appropriations Act, 1996 (Public Law
104–107), relating to the Korean Peninsula En-
ergy Development Organization (KEDO).

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Ted Stevens,
chairman, and Robert C. Byrd, ranking member,
Senate Committee on Appropriations; and C.W.
Bill Young, chairman, and David R. Obey, ranking
member, House Committee on Appropriations.

Statement on Senate Action on the Nomination of Ronnie L. White To Be
United States District Judge for the Eastern District of Missouri
October 5, 1999

Today the Senate defeated the nomination of
Ronnie White for the Federal district court in
Missouri. This vote was a disgraceful act of par-
tisan politics by the Republican majority and
creates real doubt on the ability of the Senate
to fairly perform its constitutional duty to advise
and consent. By voting down the first African-
American judge to serve on the Missouri Su-
preme Court, the Republicans have deprived
both the judiciary and the people of Missouri
of an excellent, fair, and impartial Federal judge.

Judge White was a casualty of a judicial con-
firmation process that has lost any pretense of
fairness. There was never any doubt about Judge
White’s ability to apply the law impartially. To
defeat the candidacy of Judge White, the Re-

publican majority maligned and distorted
White’s death penalty record, falsely creating a
pretext for his defeat. While serving on the Mis-
souri State Supreme Court, Judge White af-
firmed the imposition of the death penalty in
almost 70 percent of the cases that came before
him. Moreover, in 10 of the 18 reported in-
stances in which Judge White voted to not im-
pose the death penalty, he did so with an unani-
mous court.

The disappointing action of the Senate today
provides strong evidence for those who believe
that the Senate treats minority and women judi-
cial nominees unequally. This is a sad day for
the cause of equal justice.

Remarks on the Legislative Agenda
October 6, 1999

Good afternoon. I want to say a few brief
words about three critical issues now pending
before Congress. There have been major devel-
opments on all of them in the last 24 hours
that demand our attention and the attention of
the American people.

First, yesterday’s defeat of Ronnie White’s
nomination for the Federal district court judge-

ship in Missouri was a disgraceful act of partisan
politics. Once again, this creates a real doubt
about the Senate’s ability to fairly perform its
constitutional duty to advise and consent.

Unfortunately, by voting down the first Afri-
can-American judge, who was already serving—
the first African-American judge to serve on the
Missouri State Supreme Court, the Republican-
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